A Long Story Short by Big Bang Music Founder, Kevin Sharkey
I was born in the early seventies in Derry, Northern Ireland. Growing up in Northern Ireland during ‘the troubles’ was an
interesting experience, to say the least. One day while I was avoiding school to escape a nasty bullying campaign, I found
myself too close to a bomb blast; this day ultimately changed my life.
That day is partially responsible for the creation of Big Bang (excuse the bad pun). While recovering from my injuries and
the shock, I spent many hours immersed in music. I discovered a deep passion for music, and a love of diverse cultures.
Suddenly my lust for life had an outlet. I began playing drums in 1986 – this became my reason for living.
I’ve been playing professionally since 1990, with an eclectic mix of bands, in gigs, recording projects and tours, through
workshops, and in private sessions. The list includes:Different Drums of Ireland
The Undertones
The Riverdance Company
Groove Armada
Thom Yorke (Radiohead)
Emmylou Harris
Steve Earle
Declan McManus (Elvis Costello)
James Galway
Phil Coulter
I have also performed at the White House, Washington DC.
I left Ireland in 1991 and spent five years in the beautiful Provence area in the south of France. I subsequently moved
to London, where I worked on live and studio projects. I then spent four years with Different Drums of Ireland and,
through them, working with the Peace and Reconciliation Society of Northern Ireland, bringing protestants and catholics
together through music and the arts. The series of over 700 workshops proved to be a truly incredible investment in
cross-cultural co-existence in Northern Ireland, and also proved to me that music has the power to bridge differences,
foster harmony and make people feel good.
Today, I live in a stunning valley in the Lake District in Cumbria, with my young and growing family. I passionately promote
interest in all types of music, music culture and heritage – and of course the benefits this brings to individuals and society
at large. With the our current ‘X Factor’ generation, I strongly believe in the alternative need for originality, to understand,
to evolve, and ultimately to develop creativity in music. This is why I started BigBang Music. We’ll see what the future
holds.
Kevin

“Music gives a soul to the universe,
Wings to the mind,
flight to the imagination,
And life to everything.” Plato

